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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, due to
flight delays on July 8, 2014, | was absent
from votes in the House. |, therefore, missed
rolicall votes 369 and 370. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rollcall
No. 369 and “aye” on rollcall No. 370.

———

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,591,098,482,428.39. We've
added $6,964,221,433,515.31 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

———

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION

FOR MAGGIE MOLLOY, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR, HEAD START
CHILD-PARENT CENTERS, INC.

HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Maggie Molloy, who is retiring after
40 years as executive director of the Tucson-
based Head Start Child-Parent Centers, Inc.

Maggie began her career in early childhood
as an intern at Arizona State University in its
early childhood center. In 1972, while working
on her master’s degree in early childhood edu-
cation and family development, she responded
to an opening for a teacher position at Child
Development Centers, a Tucson-based non-
profit and delegate agency for Head Start pro-
grams in Tucson.

Maggie started as education director of the
program, when | served as executive director.
In 1974, when | transitioned to a new position,
Maggie was named executive director—a po-
sition she has held for the past four decades.

Under her leadership, Child-Parent Centers
has become the largest provider of Head Start
services in Southern Arizona, growing to 43
locations spread across five Arizona counties.
The agency has a sweeping vision: Strong
communities filled with successful families and
children. That includes a commitment to en-

sure that all eligible families—including the
children of migrant/seasonal workers and chil-
dren with disabilities—receive the education,
nutrition and family support services Head
Start provides.

Maggie has provided dynamic leadership for
an agency that now has more than 500 em-
ployees. She leads a volunteer-based board of
directors that incorporates members from the
community with backgrounds in fiscal manage-
ment, early childhood education and legal
practices and procedures.

| am proud to recognize Maggie Molloy—a
visionary leader, an enthusiastic and pas-
sionate advocate and change agent for thou-
sands of Southern Arizona children and their
families.

———

SUPPORT OF HOUSE RESOLUTION
657

HON. C. A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, the
purpose of this statement is to highlight my
support of House Resolution 657 which
passed by unanimous consent on July 11,
2014. Had | been able to, | would have co-
sponsored this resolution. | firmly support
Israel's right to defend itself against the
unprovoked rocket attacks from the Hamas
terrorist organization. | condemn these attacks
on our Israeli friends and call on Hamas to im-
mediately cease all rocket fire and other at-
tacks against Israel. Israel remains a vital ally
of the United States in the Middle East, and it
is in the best interest of both countries to
maintain our cooperation and support.

HONORING JON MEIS

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a young man from my district who is
truly a hero. On June 5, 2014, Seattle Pacific
University was faced with tragedy when a
shooter opened fire in one of the university’s
residence halls. A student was killed, and it
was only thanks to the actions of Jon Meis
from Renton, Washington, that more lives
were not taken.

Mr. Meis is himself a student at SPU and
when he was placed in a dangerous situation,
he gave no thought to his own life. Instead, he
acted to protect his fellow students by pepper-
spraying and tackling the gunman, allowing
the police enough time to get to campus and
take control of the situation.

As a former police officer, | know just how
critical Mr. Meis’s actions were in appre-
hending the shooter and saving lives. | am so

proud of this young man: for his courage, his
dedication to his community, his selflessness.
| am proud of the way our greater Seattle
community has banded together to support the
SPU community during this difficult time, and
| mourn with them for the young man who
died that day. As Mr. Meis himself pointed out,
it takes a tragedy to make a hero. | know we
all wish such an event had never taken place,
but Mr. Meis ensured that further tragedy was
prevented. So, once again, | thank him and |
honor him.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL
FREIGHT NETWORK TRUST FUND
ACT OF 2014

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today, | am intro-
ducing the National Freight Network Trust
Fund Act of 2014 to provide a guaranteed,
dedicated funding source, at no additional ex-
pense to taxpayers, to serve our nation’s
freight movement.

The Port of Los Angeles is in my backyard
and when | came to Congress, | was surprised
that there was a lack of focus on ports and
freight transportation in general. One of the
reasons | cofounded the PORTS Caucus is to
educate Members about the importance of
freight transportation to our nation’s economy.

We are a consumer economy. Whether it is
a “mom and pop” store on the corner or a
large retailer like Target, we don’t think twice
when we go to these stores to purchase gro-
ceries, toys, or clothing. When we go to the
store, we expect that milk and the Barbie dolls
are on the shelf.

We also want to ensure that goods Made in
America—including manufacturing and agri-
culture—are able to be shipped efficiently
across our nation’s highways and rail to our
ports for export, which is crucial to our nation’s
continued economic success.

Ultimately, in MAP-21—our last surface
transportation bill—we were successful in in-
cluding provisions to start the conversation
about developing a national freight transpor-
tation network.

The problem is that today there is not
enough funds to keep the Highway Trust Fund
solvent—let alone have the necessary invest-
ment to modernize and increase the efficiency
of our freight network. That will not keep our
economy global competitive as we continue
progressing through the 21st Century.

For example, goods that leave the Port of
Los Angeles take 48 hours to arrive in Chi-
cago and takes 30 hours to travel across the
city. This bottleneck is unacceptable and
means higher costs for consumers, more con-
gestion, more pollution, and less jobs. The
bottom line is that we need to fund our na-
tion’s freight network.

If we fail to fund our ports, we will lose our
competitive edge and add costs to our goods.
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A USDOT report, Freight Transportation: Im-
provements and the Economy, estimates the
cost of carrying freight on the highway system
at between $25 and $200 an hour. Unex-
pected delays can increase the cost of trans-
porting goods by 50 to 250 percent.

| believe that is crucial for our nation to
have a dedicated source of funding to keep
our nation’s freight network globally competi-
tive. Therefore, | am introducing the National
Freight Network Trust Fund Act of 2014 that
would direct 5 percent of all import duties col-
lected by Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) at Ports of Entry to be spent on freight
transportation. This is at no new cost to a
business or taxpayer as it uses the funds our
CBP officials are collecting at the border as
freight enters our nation.

This legislation would create the National
Freight Network Trust Fund as an off-budget
trust fund to only serve the roads of the Na-
tional Freight Network and those roads and
rail that connect the Network to Ports of Entry.

It would also create a dedicated funding
source at no new cost to the public by depos-
iting 5 percent of all import duties collected by
CBP and place these funds in the National
Freight Network Trust Fund. Five percent of
import duties would deposit roughly $1.9 bil-
lion in the Trust Fund every year at our cur-
rent rate of imports.

The legislation would also direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to work in accordance
with the National Freight Strategic Plan to
identify improvements to the National Freight
Network, on-dock rail, and roads and rail that
connect the Network to Ports of Entry, which
show the greatest need in providing for the
movement of freight and goods across the
United States. It would also provide grants at
the Secretary’s discretion to State, regional
and local transportation authorities to make
freight network improvements.

This bill will infuse billions back into the
economy every year, help create good paying
American jobs and keep our nation’s ports
strong and globally competitive.

This is a win for our ports and for our na-
tion’s economy. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

————

HONORING COMMAND SERGEANT
MAJOR FRANK WICKS

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the retirement of Command Sergeant
Major Frank Wicks. Command Sergeant Major
Wicks has served the people of New York and
the United States admirably throughout his ca-
reer. He will be missed.

Born in Troy, New York, Command Ser-
geant Major Wicks entered the Army in No-
vember 1982 and attended Basic Training in
Fort Dix, New Jersey, and advanced individual
training at Fort Jackson, South Carolina.

His assignments include the 205th Support
Group, 2nd Battalion 105th Infantry, Head-
quarters 42nd Infantry Division, Company A
204th Engineer Battalion, Headquarters 1st
Battalion, 105th Infantry, 2nd Battalion 106th
Regiment, 1st Battalion 108th Infantry, Head-
quarters 27th Brigade Combat Team, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Headquarters 53rd Troop Command. His
Command Sergeant Major assignments in-
clude 2nd Battalion 106th Regiment, 2nd Bat-
talion 108th Infantry in Utica, NY, 27th Infantry
Brigade in Syracuse, NY, and the 53rd Troop
Command, Valhalla, NY.

Command Sergeant Major Wicks has
served in every leadership position from Team
Leader to Command Sergeant Major. He has
also served as an Instructor at the United
States Army Sergeants Major Academy. In
October 2003, CSM Wicks mobilized and de-
ployed as the 2nd Battalion 108th Infantry and
Task Force Hunter Command Sergeant Major
to the Sunni Triangle, Iraq, serving as the
Senior Noncommissioned Officer in the con-
duct of combat and stability operations of the
Task Force during Operation Iraqgi Freedom II.

His military education includes all four Non-
commissioned Officers Development Courses
culminating in his graduation from the Ser-
geants Major Academy in June of 2002. Com-
mand Sergeant Major Wicks has earned a
Bachelor of Science in Organizational Man-
agement from NYACK College.

Command Sergeant Major Wicks’ awards
and decorations include: Bronze Star Medal,
Meritorious Service Medal (with bronze oak
leaf cluster), Army Commendation Medal (with
2 bronze oak leaf clusters), Army Achievement
Medal (with bronze oak leaf cluster), Good
Conduct Medal (2nd Award), Army Reserve
Components Achievement Medal (with 4
bronze oak leaf clusters), National Defense
Service Medal (2nd Award), Global War on
Terror Expeditionary Medal, Global War on
Terror Service Medal, Humanitarian Service
Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal (“M” de-
vice 4th award, bronze hourglass), the NCO
Professional Development Ribbon (with nu-
meral 4), Army Service Ribbon, Army Reserve
Components Overseas Training Ribbon, and
the Combat Infantry Badge.

Yet, Command Sergeant Major Wicks’ ca-
reer is much more than a list of accolades.
While those are important and serve as a tes-
tament to his knowledge, drive, and continual
self-improvement, more important are the lives
across New York, the United States, and the
world that Command Sergeant Major Wicks’
has impacted for the better. On behalf of all
those individuals, directly or indirectly, im-
pacted by Command Sergeant Major Wicks
throughout his career | express my deepest
appreciation for his leadership and wish him
and his family the best in their next endeavor.

———

HONORING RAYMOND HARRY
GANTZ

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, communities find
their strength in the dedicated individuals who
offer their time and energy to benefit the pub-
lic good. For the Yonkers community, Ray-
mond Harry Gantz personified that strength
and dedication for decades.

Ray was born to Ellen White and Harry R.
Gantz in 1944. Following high school and col-
lege, he spent a few years serving his country
in the Naval Reserve, stationed in the Great
Lakes, and started a wonderful family. After
leaving the service, Ray pursued a career in
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sales, where his bubbly personality and gift of
gab helped him sell everything from insurance
to vitamins to Avon products.

Upon retiring, Ray decided to once again
serve the public good by dedicating his time to
several community organizations and groups
in Yonkers. He served as Vice President of
the Yonkers African American Heritage Com-
mittee; Board Member of the Nepperhan Com-
munity Center; Member of the Terrace City
Lodge #1499 Senior Group #9; and Board
Member and Advisor of Jefferson Terrace
Resident Council Association.

A doting and proud grandfather, Ray could
always be found with a smile on his face and
a joke ready, products of his overall happy
disposition. He stayed busy in retirement be-
yond his community work, returning in recent
years to sales where he tried his hand at
being a vendor at various flea markets, fes-
tivals and craft fairs.

Sadly, Ray passed away on June 7, 2014 at
the age of 69, surrounded by the friends and
family he loved so, all of whom he touched in
some special way. Although he is gone, the
legacy Ray has left and the work he did to
better his community will live forever, and | am
proud to honor him and his life here today.

——————

RECOGNIZING PROPHETSTOWN,
ILLINOIS

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the people of Prophetstown, lllinois,
on the one year anniversary of the tragic fire
that destroyed over half of their historic down-
town.

The massive fire destroyed eight buildings
and damaged two others in a blaze that took
two dozen first responders hours to put out.

While this fire was devastating, seeing the
people of Prophetstown come together in its
aftermath has been truly inspiring.

They rallied together behind the town slogan
“Prophetstown Strong” and worked together to
support the individuals and businesses who
were impacted by this tragedy.

On July 15, they will again come together to
recognize the first responders who saved a
woman’s life one year ago and to break
ground for a new building in their historic
downtown.

| am honored to recognize the people of
Prophetstown today and to represent them in
Congress each and every day. They truly
demonstrate the best of what a community
can accomplish by working together.

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF
ROCHESTER’S LABORATORY FOR
LASER ENERGETICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2014

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased that H.R. 4923, the Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act for Fiscal
Year 2015, provided $68 million for the Uni-
versity of Rochester’'s Laboratory for Laser
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